Charlestown Diving Academy

Australia's Best Dive Club
Only $60

*PADI 5 Star & SSI Instructor
Development Centre

*Full Range Of Courses Run
On A Regular Basis

*Quality Hire Equipment At
Club Prices

*Very Active Dive Club

*FREE Newsletter

*FREE Weekly Social Dives

*Special Rates On Trips
Away

*Regular Trips Overseas

*Shop Discounts

*FREE 6 fill Air Card

FREE CDA T-shirt
The Friendliest Service
In Town...

'So Much Ocean, So Little Time'
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June, July August
2011

'So Much Ocean, So Little Time'

WWW.CHARLESTOWNDIVE.COM.AU



Congratulations
Course Graduates

Spearo Club

Spearo's Corner

| Join The Spearo

D Club at CDA
Spearo Course

June 18-19 July 16-17 August 20-21
Level 1 Spearfishing Course $295
Includes certificate, manual, pool & ocean sessions,
breath hold technigues and new skills.
Freediving Course Level 1
July 14th-17th

Only $60 to join, which includes:
" Spear club Card
Year Validation (June-June)
Free Social Dives every Tuesday & Saturday morningy
Monthly Club Night
10% Discount Off all Spearfishing gear
Discounts on local & overseas Spearfishing trips

Facebook

Meet like minded spearo’s on our Spearfishing with
Charlestown Diving Academy face book group.

Charlestown Diving Academy
Ph: 02 4942 1412



Courses in June, July, Augus

You have the passion. You want to join the best of the best in recreational scuba
diving. You want to live the dive lifestyle and exp lore
the underwater world and go places and see thingsy  ou

have never experienced.

Do it by becoming a PADI Master Scuba Diver — a rating
that puts you in a class of distinction — writing your ticket to
endless adventure and opportunities through the experience
and scuba training that sets you apart. All you need to do is
complete 5 Specialty Courses (*),
see below for next course dates.

Express Open- Aqua Package Course Advanced
water Courses Openwater plus Course

Advanced Open Courses
June 2-5 Starts on all express June 16-19

June 9-12 Open Water Course July 14-17
July 30-3 dates. Aug 18-21
July 9-10 .

Aug 4-7 W{f:nlﬁrggﬁrczz Shark Diver Specialty

Aug 11-14 Sep 11th June 25-26

On the EX HMAS Ade- July 23-24
laide

Rescue Course * | Enriched Air Nitrox* Emergency First*
Jun 17-19 June 16-19 Response
July 29-31 June 15-16

T —
Deep Diver * Freediving Level 1

Aug 14th 14-17th July

Dive Guide Divemaster
Commences Commences
July 23-31 July 23-31

Night Diver * Cave/Sink Hole Spearfishing Course
14-17th July Please express your Level 1
interest in the shop. June 16-19
July 14-17
Aug 18-21




[Margo's Muse
Protecting our Grey Nurse Sharks

Early June holds two important dates - World Envinent Day (5 June) and World Oceans D,
(8 June). This year it is important for all divéosraise their awareness of Grey Nurse Sharks|
Carcharias Taurusnd take a few minutes to protect our blue backyar

Many divers have made at least one ‘pilgrimageBttoughton Island, South Solitary Island,
Byron Bay or South West Rocks, to observe thisisgenf sharks in their natural habitat. Post]
dive the boat is always abuzz:

How many did you see?

How big were they?

How many had scars from fishing incidents or titl hooks attached?
The NSW Government has lifted fishing restrictiofisSouth West Rocks and rolled-back sa
tuary zones in the Solitary Islands Marine Parkirsgia
a) There was “insufficient community consultatiomfien the revised restrictions were
(allegedly) rushed through prior to the State @ect and
b) Did not consider the community’s needs.

What is known is these areas contain vital halidtathe critically endangered shark species. |
certain types of fishing is allowed back into tl@ctuary zones it will continue to have a detri
mental effect on this endangered species whictatasmd 1000-1500 individuals remaining.
Current estimates for the species to be maintagBd00 individuals.

A coalition of 47 conservation groups (representimgr 190 000 community members) has
condemned the roll back as a “cynical political mend a dangerous precedent in marine re
serve management nationally”. It refutes the claimgovernment that the rezonings were
rushed through and not based on thorough commaoitgultation. The two year process to
review protections for the Solitary Islands andvideBay Marine Parks resulted in an increassg
sanctuary zones following extensive community cttaton, including a review of almost
10,000 submissions and 70 stakeholder meetingsdattieby hundreds of people. The Nature
Conservation Council of NSW said, “The zoning planieoduced earlier this year represent a
strong balance between conservation, recreatigsidahf and commercial fishing needs”.

What can YOU do?

Read the review paper and put in a submissigrwritten or online, by 26/08/2011
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/3%2/GNS-Public-Consultation-
Discussion-Paper.pdf
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/3%8/GNS-submission-form.pdf
Taking photos?

Submit your images to Spot A Shark program www.spatshark.com

Did you know?

GNS have brownish spots on the body and tail. Althayh spots appear to fade in adults,
they are unique, are visible throughout much of thie lives, making them ideal subjects for
photo-identification methods.




Fish Rock Cave
Shark Dive
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Learn while you relax and come home a little bit
the wiser! Complete your PADI Shark Diver spe-
cialty for only an extra $250!

4 Dives Includes: 2 nights
accomodation,

for $395 2ndtank & Arr.




June

Adventures

Date & Meeting Time

Adventure Location

Saturday 4th 9.30am

Frazer

Sunday 5th 10am

Fly point

Thursday 9th 7am

Mystery Dive

Saturday 11th, 1pm

Catho loader

Sunday 12th, 12pm

Newy Baths

Monday 13th, 7.45am

Swansea Bridge

Wednesday 15th, 6pm

Swansea Drift

Thursday 16th, 7am

Mystery Dive

Saturday 18th, 9.30am

Terrigal Haven

Sunday 19th, 10am

Boat Harbour

Wednesday 22nd 5.30pm

Swansea Heads

Wednesday 22nd 6.30

Club Night

Thursday 23rd 7am

Mystery Dive

Saturday 25th 6.30

Swansea Bridge

Sunday 26th 4pm

Fly point Twilight

Sat-Sun weekender

Fishrock Cave

Wednesday 29th 6pm

Fly Point Night
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Charlestown Dive's PNG for 2011




dventures

July

Date & Meeting Time

Adventure Location

Saturday 2nd 9am

Swansea heads

Sunday 3rd, 9am

Fly point

Thursday 7th 7am

Mystery Dive

Saturday 9th

Bare Island

Sunday 10th 7.30am

Broughton Island

Wednesday 13th 6pm

Swansea Drift

Thursday 14th 7am

Mystery Dive

Saturday 16th 8am The Slide
Sunday 17th 9am Fly Point
Wednesday 20th 6.30pm Club Night

Thursday 21st 7am

Mystery Dive

Saturday 23rd 10am

Desoto

Sunday 24th

Catho Loader

Wednesday 27th 7.30pm

Swansea Bridge night

Thursday 28th, 7am

Mystery dive

Saturday 30th, 8.30

Swansea Bridge

Sunday 31st 7.45am

Halifax
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The next day (Saturday) was fine but windy. It vi@sk down to the dive shop'@
Portsea and this time we had the subs in our siffitst-up was the J1 which is i
36 m. This time | was using twins with a 53% mixnry stage bottle and, after a sho
trip through the heads, the crew dropped the shetdnto the wreck and we hit thq
water. Visibility was good — by the time we had ckysded to 20 m we could see hj
(unlike last time when | landed on her stern andawt even see my gauges!). Brug
wasn't set up for penetration on that dive so Ipghed inside her but didn't leave th

entry areas. Then we cruised along her thin cigarHull and it was time to leave.

Back to the shop for refills and, in contrast te tarlier that morning, there were d
vers gearing up everywhere. With full tanks (anfdleboat) it was back out throug
the heads to the J4. The J4 is in 28 m — makingbpular with advanced divers an
for diver training. Visibility was a bit less thah the J1 dive but still around 10 t
15 m. We both dropped inside her and swam forweoth fthe engine area to wher,
the hull is broken (just forward of the control npand then back around her sidg

watching the antics of some of the other diversl tien back up to the surface fd

Sunday dawned but disaster struck — the deep diael been planning was cancelld
(only 4 divers) but | was able to get onto a Cardbdive instead. Bruce wasn't diving

that morning so | was teamed up with a couple ap&gienced” locals. They werg

worried about my experience level and assured m@iettiey were set up for penetra

ing the Canberra but although the vis was exceltbere was a fair amount of surg
around the wreck (not bad but) and once in the m@ie epic in its own right for the
two of them) they were unwilling to do little motiean swim around the outside of t

ship although | did take them through the hangertaidge areas — such is life! Afte
the Canberra, Bruce and | had lunch and dived thesdale Wall. Due to shipping
traffic we didn’t get to dive the planned site hli¢ed a fairly uninteresting bit of thqg
wall. | love wrecks, it just goes to prove my swadpis that | do have rust flowing

through my veins.




Diving Adventures on the Victorian wreck-coast

By the Professor (aka Peter Downed)

For the last few years | have been heading soutthénsummer, across the Mexican
(Victorian) border, to Melbourne and diving onetbé icons of Australian diving — the

many wrecks that lie just outside Port Phillip BayBass Strait. In this rust-head heaven,
several of the wrecks, including the former Cardbernd a WWI submarine, the J4, are
suitable for advanced divers whilst others, inabgdihree more J-class subs, lie in deepe

waters.

This year was no different and, with Australia deng in the middle of the week it was a
perfect very long weekend for diving with my Mellsoa-based brother Bruce. Flying out
of Newcastle on the Thursday evening, Bruce piakedup from Melbourne’s airport and,

after a quick meal; we sorted out gear and weigalts for the coming dives.

Then, on Friday morning, we headed down to Portspdated my C-card details with the
local dive operator Dive Victoria (they keep my Hfizations on file but | had completed
my TDI Extended Range since | last dived with thepnyanised my tanks (prebooked twins
and stage bottle) and headed off to the adjaceatfwitime for the boat pickup.

First dive of the trip was a double on the Canbe8tae’s been down for a bit over a year
and it was really interesting to see how much she ¢hanged since | last dived her last
January. Now she has a list to starboard, mariogtgron many surfaces and a huge num-
ber of large crabs in some of the lower compartmeBituce (like Deano) spent quite a few
years serving in her sister-ships so it was rdaligresting to poke around the forward part
of the ship, descending through a small hatchtimamissile room at the bottom of the ship,

having timeout in 2 Mess, examining the cool- and freezer-re@md checking-out

the auxiliary engines and their controls. Giventthe were doing penetration

dives and below 18 m (we hit bottom at 32 m) NaidParks requires all divers to
have multiple air sources (i.e. twins or bail-owttke or stage bottles) — | was
diving on twins and had planned to take a stag#eboh my second dive (a check
dive for later in the trip) but with the swell bdihg up — making it difficult to get

back onto the boat — | kept it simple.




Ao ras arlestown Div's Palautip for 201

Date & Meeting Time Adventure Location
Saturday 6th, 8am Catho loader
Sunday 7th, 3.30pm Swansea Dift

Wednesday 10th, 6.45pm Swansea Night

Thursday 11th, 7am Mystery dive

Saturday 13th, 9.30am Swansea Bridge

Sunday 14th, 1.30pm Fly Point

Wednesday 17th, 6pm Swansea Heads

Thursday 18th, 7am Mystery dive
Saturday 20th, 5.45pm Halifax

Sunday 21st, 9am Graveyard
Wednesday 24th, 6.30pm Club Night

Thursday 25th, 7am Mystery Dive

Saturday 27th, 8.30am Swansea bridge

Sunday 28th, 7am Swansea Double
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Deep 14th Aug
Wreck 19th Nov
Nitrox 12th Aug

Why go deep?? ....Because you can!

The PADI Deep Diver Specialty course will teach youechniques that will
make recreational deep diving safe and fun. You wilearn deep diving limits
and how to stay with in them, while gaining the valable experience of diving
to 40m. Your skills and abilities as a diver will mprove as you practice deep
diving techniques. You will find that the PADI DeepDiver training opens the
doors to new dive sites and new adventures. You Wilo 4 ocean dives up to
40m while diving under the guidance of an experiersd instructor while you
experience nitrogen narcosis first hand. You will se how depth effects colour
and how pressure affects a range of objects at dip

This is a very practical course with no theory examMake the most of
your deep diving and do the ‘Enriched Air’ course & the same time!!

Get ready to do your wreck course on The ex-HMAS Aelaide !!

What a Combo!

will teach you specific techniques
needed to safely dive on and around wrecks.
Incorporate learning about wreck diving on an amazng Wreck, the

HMAS Brisbane and get a feel for the real thing!!
This course teams beautifully with the Deep diverpecialty as many ,
many wrecks are found in depths below 30m!

Sign up for both courses and get a great discount!




Fantastic Upcoming Dive Trips

Australian Tribs

June
South west rocks

Fishrock cave
26th—26th

July

Mullaway
South Solitaries
23rd—24th

September
24th—25th
Yongala

October
Jervis Bay
21st-24th

Overseas Trips:

September 2011 $2495

Tonga

5th -12th Sep 2011

3 x 1/2 Day Swims with whales
4 x Boat dive Package

7 Nights

August 2011 $1750
Spirit of Freedom Cairns Liveaboard
12" — 229 May 2011
*up to 15 boat dives
*4 nights’ accommodation all meals i
cluded Quad share

July 2010 $1980
Vanuatu
30th—6th august
*8 nights

*8 boat dives

Keith Howard
Divemaster




